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A Beacon of Hope 
More news of Global Service Action Campaigns for the coming year.  August is άEngaging our 
Youthέ month.  Involve youth in your community in your club activities.  Ask them to help with 
your fund-raising or service projects.  Recruit them as student members who pay no entrance 
fee, half-price International dues and no state or district dues.  Organize a project that benefits 
youth in your community.   Adopt a youth sports team or other organization in your area. 
 
Upcoming months will see other focus areas:  October ς άSharing the Vision,έ 
December/January ς άRelieving the Hunger,έ and April ς άProtect our Planet.έ  Report 
activities on these in the special areas designated on the WMMR report.  For more info, look 
under άService Campaignsέ here:  http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/index.php 

 
District Cabinet Meetings 

The first District Cabinet meeting was held Saturday, July 24, at the Train Depot in Water 
Valley.  Attending were Presidents, Secretaries, Committee Chairs, Region Chairs and Zone 
Chairs, among others, totaling around fifty members.  After the meeting, officer training 
sessions were held, giving needed information and qualifying attendees for selected 
Excellence Awards.  Another training session will be added later if yΩall let me know you need.   
 
After the officer training session, PDG John Barnett led an Extension Workshop to help leaders 
from areas of the district prepare to open new clubs.  The new Extension emphasis sounds 
exciting and I am very optimistic that we can charter five or more clubs this year.  Next Cabinet 
meeting will be held in Oxford @ 10am on Saturday, October 16.  Please make plans to attend.  
Details will be in the October newsletter and on lionsofms.org. 

 
Other Upcoming Events 

August 17:  70th Anniversary Celebration of the Oxford Lions Club at Fat CatΩs Catfish & Steaks. 
September 23-25:  34th Annual USA/Canada Lions Leadership forum in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
November 18-21: Senior Lions Leadership Institute, Albuquerque, New Mexico (details below) 
February 4-5:  District 30-M Mid-Winter Convention & Cabinet Meeting at The Inn @ Ole Miss 

 
Senior Lions Leadership Institute, Albuquerque, NM 

This is a valuable opportunity to build on skills that enhance the leadership qualities at the 
zone, region and district levels.  It is targeted to Lions in good standing that have completed a 



 

successful term as club president, but have not yet attained the position of first vice district 
governor.   Lions that are region and zone chairpersons, as well as second vice district 
governors are encouraged to apply to this institute.  Lions Clubs International will pay for 
meals and lodging.   Please let me know if youΩre interested and I will send you an application. 

 
Membership 

Please take advantage of the new student classification for members.  For students age 18-30, 
initiation fees are waived and International dues are $19.50/year.  State dues are also waived.  
Just specify when adding new student members.  Also, many clubs are taking advantage of 
half-price International dues for family members in the same household, as well as other 
categories.  We must recruit, retain and engage new members so we can continue to serve.  
The new Global Membership Team Area Leader, PCC Carl Harrell,  will help us with this. 

 
Service, Fund-Raising & Donations 

I want to encourage all clubs to increase their levels of fund-raising and service projects during 
this time of increased need in our communities.   As always, first priority for each club is to 
address community needs.  Our emphasis has traditionally been on vision and hearing, but 
also look beyond these.  If you donΩt know what your community needs are, a Community 
Needs Assessment is available on lionsclubs.org under άMember Center.έ 
 
After providing for immediate community needs, please give generously to Mississippi Lions 
Sight Foundation (White Cane), which is an umbrella for several important organizations, and 
to Mid-south Lions Sight & Hearing Service and LCIF.   All of these provide services to all of our 
communities as needed.  And donΩt forget other organizations, such as Leader Dogs and 
Mississippi Department of Rehabilitation ServiceΩs Addie McBride and Reach Centers. 

 
Administrative Details 

Please send in International and District dues now, if you have not already.  Club Secretaries 
should check club membersΩ information on the web site regularly and update as needed, 
especially contact info.  LCI is asking that clubs please enter your activities when you submit 
your WMMR monthly.  This is not available for clubs filing paper MMRΩs.  I encourage all 
Secretaries to obtain an e-mail address and, if you donΩt have internet access, check your e-
mail and enter WMMRΩs at your public library or other facility, or with family.  If you need 
assistance, please let me know.  If you file paper MMRΩs please mail them before the 15th.  
Please be aware of new state and federal non-profit filing requirements.   More on this soon. 
 
Please send me corrections for the state directory, either with the MMR or in e-mail.  Make 
sure these are on the web site also.  And let me know when you would like for me to come 
speak with your club.  Either I or your ±5DΩǎ will try to visit every club before Christmas.  I have 
already visited several clubs, inducting new members and installing officers.   The fellowship at 
each of these clubs was exciting and each has big plans for this year.   Attend Zone meetings. 


